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KINGDOM FRUIT

“The kingdom of God will be ... given to a peaple
producing its fruits” (Matthew 21:43).

2020 LWML SUNDAY
Worship Service



The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) is an official auxiliary of The
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Since 1942, the LWML has affirmed each woman’s
identity as a child of God and her relationship with Jesus Christ. Lutheran Women in
Mission are women of faith, empowered for active service in Jesus’ name and bold
support of missions through Mite Box offerings. As Christians, we have been given the
kingdom of God to bear its fruit.

1 | LWML Sunday Service



Kingdom People Produce

Kingdom Fruit
GATHERING

OPENING HYMN “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” LSB 901

Open now thy gates of beauty; Zion, let me enter there,
Where my soul in joyful duty Waits for Him to answer prayer.
Oh, how blessed is this place, Filled with solace, light, and grace!

Gracious God, | come before Thee; Come Thou also unto me.
Where we find Thee and adore Thee, There a heav’n on earth must be.
To my heart, O enter Thou; Let it be Thy temple now!

Here Thy praise is gladly chanted; Here Thy seed is duly sown.
Let my soul, where it is planted, Bring forth precious sheaves alone,
So that all I hear may be Fruitful unto life in me.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
(adapted from LSB, Divine Service, Setting Two)

9

In the name of the Father and of the § Son and of the

Holy Spirit.

Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and

by what we have left undone. We have not fully lived as Your kingdom people.

We have not brought forth the fruits of righteousness as we ought. We justly

deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may

delight in Your will, walk in Your ways, and bear kingdom fruit to the glory of

Your holy name. Amen.

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His only Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all of your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ¥
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

0OrO
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SERVICE OF THE WORD
INTROIT

L Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; for steadfast love endures forever!

L: The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.

C: This is the LORD's doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.

L: This is the day that the LORD has made;

C: Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

ALL: Glory be to the Father and to Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

L: Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good,; for his steadfast love endures forever!

HYMN OF PRAISE “Glory Be to God the Father” LSB 506

Glory be to God the Father, Glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to God the Spirit; Great Jehovah, Three in One!
Glory, glory, While eternal ages run.

Glory be to Him who loved us, Washed us from each spot and stain;
Glory be to Him who bought us, Made us kings with Him to reign!
Glory, glory, To the Lamb that once was slain!

Glory, blessing, praise eternal! Thus the choir of angels sings;
Honor, riches, pow’r, dominion! Thus its praise creation brings.
Glory, glory, Glory to the King of kings!

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Let us pray.
Gracious God, You gave Your Son into the hands of sinful men who killed Him.
Forgive us when we reject Your unfailing love and grant us the fullness of Your
salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

FIRST READING Isaiah 5:1-7

!Let me sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard:
My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill.

He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines; he built a watchtower in
the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; and he looked for it to yield grapes, but it
yielded wild grapes.

$And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, judge between me and my
vineyard.
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“What more was there to do for my vineyard, that | have not done in it? When | looked for
it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes?

*And now | will tell you what | will do to my vineyard. | will remove its hedge, and it shall
be devoured; | will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down.

®I will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and briers and thorns shall grow up; |
will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it.

"For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah are his
pleasant planting; and he looked for justice, but behold, bloodshed; for righteousness, but
behold, an outcry!

L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 80:7-19

L: "Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved!

C: 8You brought a vine out of Egypt; you drove out the nations and planted it.

L: ®You cleared the ground for it; it took deep root and filled the land.

C: 19The mountains were covered with its shade, the mighty cedars with its
branches.

L: 1t sent out its branches to the sea and its shoots to the River.

C: 2Why then have you broken down its walls, so that all who pass along the way
pluck its fruit?

L: 13The boar from the forest ravages it, and all that move in the field feed on it.

C: 14Turn again, O God of hosts! Look down from heaven, and see; have regard for
this vine,

L: Bthe stock that your right hand planted, and for the son whom you made strong for
yourself.

C: 5They have burned it with fire; they have cut it down; may they perish at the
rebuke of your face!

L: "But let your hand be on the man of your right hand, the son of man whom you have
made strong for yourself!

C: 18Then we shall not turn back from you; give us life, and we will call upon your
name!

L: YRestore us, O Lord God of hosts! Let your face shine, that we may be saved!

ALL: Glory be to the Father and to Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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SECOND READING Philippians 3:4b-14

*If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, | have more: >circumcised on
the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to
the law, a Pharisee; ®as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law,
blameless. "But whatever gain | had, | counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8Indeed, I count
everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his
sake | have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that | may gain
Christ ®and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law,
but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on
faith — °that | may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his
sufferings, becoming like him in his death, *'that by any means possible | may attain the
resurrection from the dead.

12Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but | press on to make it my
own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. **Brothers, | do not consider that | have
made it my own. But one thing | do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to
what lies ahead, **1 press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ
Jesus.

L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA VERSE

P: Alleluia! The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.
C: This was the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes. Alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 21:33-46

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.

[Jesus said,] **Hear another parable. There was a master of a house who planted a vineyard
and put a fence around it and dug a winepress in it and built a tower and leased it to tenants,
and went into another country. **When the season for fruit drew near, he sent his servants to
the tenants to get his fruit. 3And the tenants took his servants and beat one, killed another,
and stoned another. *Again he sent other servants, more than the first. And they did the same
to them. 3’Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.” ®¥But when the
tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and have
his inheritance.” **And they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him.
“When therefore the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” **They
said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death and let out the vineyard to other
tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons.”

#Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures:
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“‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord's doing,
and it is marvelous in our eyes’?

Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a
people producing its fruits. “°And the one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces;
and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.”

*When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they perceived that he was
speaking about them. “6And although they were seeking to arrest him, they feared the crowds,
because they held him to be a prophet.

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ!

NICENE CREED
C | believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
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HYMN OF THE DAY "Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’s Sowing"'

1 Fruitful trees, the Spirit’s sowing, 3 Rooted deep in Christ our Master,
May we ripen and increase, Christ our pattern and our goal,
Fruit to life eternal growing, Teach us, as the years fly faster,
Rich in love and joy and peace. Goodness, faith, and self-control.
2 Laden branches freely bearing 4 Fruitful trees, the Spirit’s tending,
Gifts the Giver loves to bless; May we grow till harvests cease;
Here is fruit that grows by sharing, Till we taste, in life unending,
Patience, kindness, gentleness. Heaven’s love and joy and peace.
Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003857
SERMON “But Look At What You Have!”
(Philippians 3:4b-14).
LWML PLEDGE (© 1955 LWML authored by Rev. Harry Fricke)

In fervent gratitude for the Savior's dying love and His blood-
bought gift of redemption we dedicate ourselves to Him with all
that we are and have; and in obedience to His call for workers in
the harvest fields, we pledge Him our willing service wherever
and whenever He has need of us. We consecrate to our Savior our
hands to work for Him, our feet to go on His errands, our voice to
sing His praises, our lips to proclaim His redeeming love, our
silver and our gold to extend His Kingdom, our will to do His will,
and every power of our life to the great task of bringing the lost
and the erring into eternal fellowship with Him. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

(Adapted from Evening Prayer, LSB)

P: For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being

of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to
the Lord:

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For the mission of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League to assist each woman

of The Lutheran Church—Miissouri Synod in affirming her relationship with the
Triune God so that she is enabled to use her gifts in ministry to the people of the
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world, and to support global missions through the gathering of mites and providing of
mission grants, let us pray to the Lord:

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For all Your kingdom people that they may produce kingdom fruit to Your glory and
for the expansion of Your kingdom on earth, let us pray to the Lord:

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every
place, let us pray to the Lord:

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful
times, let us pray to the Lord:

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the
Lord:

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For...( Shelli Tuttle, Rick Zimmerman, Lyle Todd, Kim Daum, Kim Fales,
Joanne Walsh, Justin Miller, Phyllis Todd, Susan Utech, Sarah Hansen, Beth,
Ken Todd, Bob Dormire, Kimberly Christiansen, Don Mallette, Pastor Jeff
Walsh, Kathy Mast, Howie Holdenried, Mary Bose, Joan Bruhn, Clarrene
Leffler, Diane Barge, Roxanne Daum, Karen Nissen, Doug Mallette, Penny
Parker, Pastor Henry Witte, Diane Nelsen, Matt LeGrande, Josh LeGrande,
Bonnie Schnieder, Katrina Peabody, Pastor Jerry Bruhn, Steve Dolezal, Deanna
Dolezal, Gary Bach, Sandy Mallette, Ann Peterson, Lori Langenberg, Bob
Gruber, Will Wittenborg, Carmen Ortega, Steve Petersen, Randy Barnes,
Corby Barnes, Butch Putzier, Joel Brandon, Norman LeGrande, Capistrana
Hanna, Troy Crouch, Titus Diediker, Frank Phillips and for our shut-ins Shirley
Patrick, James & Tereasa Santee, Bob Jager, Jane Winter, Lois Wendt, Marie
Dahle, Florence Knoop, Doris Beckman, Dave Hauf, Don Larson, Glenda Beck,
Shirley Book)...let us pray to the Lord:

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your
goodness and remembering with thankfulness Your mercies, which are new every
morning; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen.

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

PREFACE

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation, humbled Himself by taking the form of
a servant, becoming obedient unto death, even death upon a cross. Risen from the
dead, He has made us the people of His kingdom, freeing us from eternal death, and
giving us everlasting life.

Therefore, with angels and archangels and the whole company of heaven, we laud
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:

SANCTUS Tune: LSB 798
(Verse reprinted from “The God of Abraham Praise,” Public Domain)

The God who reigns on high The great archangels sing,
And “Holy, holy, holy!” cry, “Almighty King!

Who was and is the same. And evermore shall be:
Jehovah, Father, Great I AM! We worship Thee!”

LORD’S PRAYER

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, For Thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said, “Take, eat; this is My f
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

THE PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST AND THE PEACE

0O

P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until
He comes.

C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: Amen.
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN

“Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior” LSB 627
1 Jesus Christ, our blesséd Savior, 6 Agony and bitter labor
Turned away God’s wrath forever; Were the cost of God’s high favor;
By His bitter grief and woe Do not come if you suppose
He saved us from the evil foe. You need not Him who died and rose.
2 AsHis pledge of love undying, 7  Christ says: “Come, all you that labor,
He, this precious food supplying, And receive My grace and favor:
Gives His body with the bread, Those who feel no pain or ill
And with the wine the blood He shed. Need no physician’s help or skill.
3 Jesus here Himself is sharing; 8 “For what purpose was My dying
Heed then how you are preparing, If not for your justifying?
For if you do not believe, And what use this precious food
His judgment then you shall receive. If you yourself were pure and good?”
4 Praise the Father, who from heaven 9 If your heart this truth professes
To His own this food has given, And your mouth your sin confesses,
Who, to mend what we have done, You will be your Savior’s guest,
Gave into death His only Son. Be at His banquet truly blest.
5  Firmly hold with faith unshaken 10 Let this food your faith so nourish
That this food is to be taken That its fruit of love may flourish
By the sick who are distressed, And your neighbor learn from you
By hearts that long for peace and rest. How much God’s wondrous love can do.
Igﬁ Eiii %75 ﬁo; é)):lsgglai\%ggggé%oncordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003857
DISMISSAL
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve us in body and
soul to life everlasting. Depart 1 in peace.
C: Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

P: Let us pray.
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the kingdom
feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us as Your
kingdom people throughout our days that we may bear fruit in keeping with
repentance till that day when we celebrate the feast of the Lamb in His kingdom
which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.
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BLESSING

P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and 1 give you peace.

C: Amen.
CLOSING HYMN

“Serve the Lord with gladness!”
It is He alone

Who redeemed us sinners,
Guides us as His own

To enjoy the blessings

Of His love and grace,

Will at last in glory

Meet us face to face.

Onward, then, for Jesus!

Let this be our aim:

“Serve the Lord with gladness!”
Glorify His name.

“Serve the Lord with gladness!”
He gave us command

To proclaim His Gospel

Now in every land

So that fellow sinners

May, like us, be blest.

Leading them to Jesus,

We can serve Him best.
Onward, then, for Jesus!

Let this be our aim:

“Serve the Lord with gladness!”
Glorify His name!

Acknowledgments
Portions from Lutheran Service Book.

“Serve the Lord with Gladness”
Text: Prof. Ernest Lewerenz, Tune: LSB 662

“Serve the Lord with gladness!”
There’s no greater joy

Than to serve the Master,

Work in His employ.

As we build His kingdom
Angels, too, rejoice

Over every sinner

Brought to hear His voice.
Onward, then, for Jesus!

Let this be our aim:

“Serve the Lord with gladness!”
Glorify His name!

Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a
division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

2020 LWML Sunday Worship Service authored by Rev. Larry Krueger.

The author grants permission for use in local worship settings.
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