. O
Candlelight Service

December 24, 2020
7:oo0vm & 11:30PM




Pre Service Music

Opening Hymn: “O Come, All'Ye Faithful” #379
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1 O come, all  ye faith - ful, Joy - ful and tri - um-phant! O
2 High - est, most ho - ly, Light of Light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, Sing in ex-ul - ta - tion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, Born this hap-py morn-ing;
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come ye, O come__ ye to Beth - le - hem;
Born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal He comes;
Sing, all ye cit - i - zens of heav - en a - bove!
Je - sus, to Thee____ be_ glo - ry giv'n!
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Come and be - hold Him Born the king of an - gels:
Son of the Fa - ther Now in flesh ap - pear - ing!

Glo - 1y to God In the_ high - est:
Word of the Fa - ther Now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Refrai
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O come, let us a - dore Him, O come, let us a - dore Him,
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O come, let us a - dore Him, Christ the Lord!
Text and tune: Public domain
Invocation:
P: In the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
Micah 5:2-5a
P: “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
C: who are too little to be among the clans of Judah,
P: one who is to be ruler in Israel,
C: whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days.
P: Therefore he shall give them up until the time
C: when she whois in labor has given birth;




then the rest of his brothers
shall returnto the people of Israel.

P
C

P: And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD,
C: in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
P
C

And they shall dwell secure
for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth.

All:  And he shall be their peace.
Hymn: “O Little Town of Bethlehem” #361
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(@) lit - tle town of Beth-le-hem, How still we see thee lie!

For Christ is born of Mar - vy, And, gath-ered all a - bove

How si-lent -1y, how si-lent-1ly The won-drous gift is giv’'n!

(@) ho - ly Child of Beth-1le-hem, De - scend to us, we pray;
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep The si - lent stars go  by;
While mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep Their watch of won-d’ring love.
So  God im-parts to hu - man hearts The bless-ings of His heav’n.
Cast out our sin, and en - ter 1in, Be born in us to - day.
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Yet in thy dark streets shin - eth The ev - er - last-ing light.

O morn-ing stars, to - geth - er Pro-claim the ho - ly  birth,

No ear may hear His com - ing; But in this world of sin,
We hear the Christ-mas  an - gels The great glad tid - ings tell;
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The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee to-night.
And prais - es sing to God the king And peace to all the earth!
Where meek souls will re - ceive Him, still The dear Christ en - ters in.
O come to us, a - bide with us, Our Lord Im-man -u - el!

Text and tune: Public domain
(Stand)
Confession and Absolution

P: Into this world of sin You came, Lord Jesus, to redeem us from its curse.
Tonight we confess to You our part in bringing this curse upon You, for we
deserved its punishment.




C: We confess before You on this night of beauty the ugliness of our sin.
Candles may light the sanctuary, but the light of our faith is often dim.
Joy fills our songs, but our hearts remain troubled by guilt. Your love
shines out, but the darkness of our unloving nature invades our minds.
How we long for Your saving grace—Your Spirit to warm our faith, Your
love to fill our hearts, Your forgiveness to remove our guilt. We repent of
our sin. For the sake of Jesus, who was born for us, lived for us, and died
for us; grant us forgiveness.

(Silence for Reflection)

P: The time has come for you to throw off your guilt and pain and to rejoice in
God’s forgiving love. For Jesus’ sake, God has forgiven you all your sins, and
His Spirit empowers you to greater service. In the name of the Father and of
and T Son and of the Holy Spirit, rejoice in your forgiveness and sing for joy:

(Be seated)
Hymn: “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” #359
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1 Lo, how a rose e’er bloom-ing From ten - der stem  hath
21 - sa - iah ’twas fore - told it The rose I have in

3 This flow’r, whose fra-grance ten - der With sweet-ness fills the
4 O Sav - ior, child of Mar - vy, Who felt our hu - man
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sprung! Of  Jes -se’s lin-eage com - ing As proph-ets long have
mind; With Mar -y we be-hold it, The vir - gin moth - er

air, Dis - pels with glo-rious splen-dor The dark-ness ev - ry-
woe; 0] Sav - ior, King of glo - ry, Who dost our weak - ness
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sung, It came, a flow - ’ret bright, A - mid the
kind. To show God’s love a - right, She bore to
where. True man, yet ver -y God, From sin and
know:  Bring us at length we pray To the bright
H T i — T ] — i |
s r— 7 e—a—— : ———
[INav4 1 | I | 1 = (o) & | ) i |
e ' ' ' =
cold of win - ter, When half - spent was the night.
us a Sav - ior, When half - spent was the night.
death He saves us And light - ens ev - ry load.

courts of heav - en, And to the end - less day.
Text and tune: Public domain




Isaiah 7:10-14

10Again the LoRD spoke to Ahaz, 1“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol
or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and | will not put the LoRbD to the test.”
BBANnd he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you
weary my God also? “Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.”

Hymn: “Away in a Manger” #364
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1 A - way in a man - ger, no crib  for a bed,
2 The cat - tle are low - ing, the ba - by a - wakes,
3 Be near me, Lord Je - sus; I ask Thee to stay
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The 1lit - tle Lord Je - sus laid down His sweet head.
But lit - tle Lord Je - sus, no cry - ing He makes.
Close by me for - ev - er and love me, | pray.
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The  stars in the sky looked down where He lay,
I love Thee, Lord Je - sus! Look down from the sky,
Bless all the dear chil - dren in Thy ten - der care,
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The lit - tle Lord Je - sus a - sleep on the hay.
And stay by my cra-dle till morn - ing is nigh.
And take us to heav-en to live with Thee there.

Tune and text: Public domain

Prayers

P: O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the true
Light. Grant that as we have known the mysteries of that Light on earth we may
also come to the fullness of His joys in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

C: Amen

P: In all things we listen for Your voice, to do Your will. Teach us to pray:




The Lord’s Prayer

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thineis the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Matthew 1:18-25

18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy
Spirit. 2°And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame,
resolved to divorce her quietly. 2°But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the
Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as
your wife, for that which is conceived in her is fromthe Holy Spirit. 2!She will bear a son, and
you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this took place
to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and
bear a son,and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 2*When
Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife,
25put knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.

Hymn: “It Came upon the Midnight Clear” #366
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1 It came up-on the mid-night clear, That glo - rious song of old,

2 Still through the clo - ven skies they come With peace-ful wings un - furled,
3 All you, be-neathyour heav -y load, By care and guilt bent low,
4 For lo, the days havecome to pass By proph-ets seen of old,
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From an - gels bend - ing near the earth To touch their harps of gold:
And  still their heav’n-ly mu - sic floats O’er all the wea - ry world.
Who toil a-long a drea-ry way With pain- ful steps and slow:

When down in - to the cir-cling years Came Christ as was fore - told.
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“Peace on the earth, good-will to all, From heav’n’s all - gra - cious king.”
A - bove its sad and low-ly plains They bend on hov-’ring wing,
Look wup, for gold - en is the hour, Come swift - ly on the wing,

His word of peace shall to the earth God’s an - cient prom-ise bring,
|

The world in sol - emn still - ness lay To hear the an - gels sing.
And ev - er o’er its ba - bel sounds The bless-ed an - gels sing.
The Prince was born to bring you peace; Of Him the an - gels sing.
And all who take this gift will hear The song the an - gels sing.

Text and tune: Public domain
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Psalm 96
Sing to the LORD, praise His name; proclaim His salvation day
after day.
Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth.

Declare His glory among the nations, His marvelous deeds among all people.
Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth.

For great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; He is to be
feared above all gods. For all the gods of the nations are idols,
but the LORD made the heavens. Splendor and majesty are
before Him; strength and glory are in His sanctuary.

Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth.

Ascribe to the LORD, O families of nations, ascribe to the LORD
glory and strength. Ascribe to the LORD the glory due His name;
bring an offering and come into His courts.

Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth.

Worship the LORD in the splendor of His holiness; tremble before

Him, all the earth. Say among the nations, “The LORD reigns.” The
world is firmly established, it cannot be moved; He will judge the peoples
with equity.

Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth.

Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; let the sea resound, and
all that is in it; let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them. Then all
the trees of the forest will sing for joy; they will sing before the LORD, for
He comes, He comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world in
righteousness and the peoples in truth.

Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth.




Hymn of Response: “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” #384

(During the singing of verse 5, the congregation rises, the Advent candles are
extinguished, and the Christ candle is lit.)
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1 Of the Fa - ther’s love be-got - ten FEre the worlds be -
2 Oh, that birth for - ev - er bless - ed, When the vir - gin,
3 This is He whom seers in old time Chant-ed of with
4 0 ye heights of heav’'n, a - dore Him; An - gel hosts, His
A 5 Christ, to Thee, with God the Fa - ther, And, O Ho - ly
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gan to be, He is Al - pha and O - me - ga,
full of grace, By the Ho - ly Ghost con - ceiv - ing,
one ac - cord, Whom the voic - es of the proph - ets
prais - es sing. Pow’rs, do - min - ions, bow be - fore Him
Ghost, to Thee Hymn and chant and high thanks - giv - ing

He the source, the end - ing He, Of the things that are, that
Bore the Sav - ior of our race, And the babe, the world’s Re -
Prom-ised in their faith-ful word. Now He shines, the long - ex -
And ex - tol our God and King. Let no tongue on earth be

And un - end - ing prais-es be, Hon-or, glo -ry, and do-
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have been, And that fu - ture years  shall see
deem - er, First re - vealed His sa - cred face
pect - ed; Let cre - a - tion  praise its Lord
si - lent, Ev - ’ry voice in con - cert ring
min - ion, And e - ter - nal vic - to - ry
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Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er - more and ev - er - more. A - men.
Text and tune: Public domain
Luke 2:1-7

lIin those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be
registered. 2This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all
went to be registered, each to his own town. *And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from
the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he



was of the house and lineage of David, 5to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was
with child. 8And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7And she gave
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place for them in the inn.

Hymn: “Joy to the World” #387
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord 1is come! Let earth re-ceive her
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav - ior reigns! Let men their songs em -
3 Nomore let sins and sor-rows grow Nor thorns in - fest the
4 He rules the world with truth and grace And makes the na - tions
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King;  Let ev - ry heart pre - pare Him
ploy, While fields and floods, rocks,  hills, and
ground; He comes to make His bless - ings
prove  The glo - ries of His righ - teous -

room And heav’n and na - ture sing, And heav’n and na - ture
plains Re - peat the sound-ing joy, Re - peat the sound-ing
flow  Far as the curse is  found, Far as the curse is
ness And won -ders of His love, And won - ders of His
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sing, And heav’n, and heav’n and na - ture sing.
joy, Re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing joy.
found, Far as, far as the curse IS found.
love, And won - ders, won - ders of His love.
Text and tune: Public domain
Luke 2:8-15

8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock
by night. °And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were filled with fear. 1°And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for
behold, | bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all the people. 1*For unto you is
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for
you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 2And suddenly
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, *“Glory
to God in the highest,and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 1When
the angels went away fromthem into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,




Hymn: “Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising #375
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1 Come, your hearts and voic - es  rais - ing, Christ the
2 Christ, from heav’n to us de - scend -ing And in
3 Ja - cob’s star in all its  splen - dor Beams with
4 From the bond - age that op - pressed us, From sin’s
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Lord with glad - ness prais-ing; Loud - ly sing His love a-
love our race be - friend-ing; In our need His help ex-
com - fort sweet and ten-der, Forc - ing Sa - tan to sur-
fet - ters that pos-sessed us, From the grief that sore dis-
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maz - ing, Wor - thy folk of Chris - ten - dom.
tend - ing, Saved us from  the wi -y foe.
ren - der, Break - ing all the pow’rs  of hell.
tressed us, We, the cap - tives, now are free.

5  Oh, the joy beyond expressing 6 Gracious Child, we pray, O hear us,
When by faith we grasp this blessing, From Your lowly manger cheer us,
And to You we come confessing Gently lead us and be near us

That Your love has set us free. Till we join Your choir above.

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003857
Tune: Public domain

Luke 2:15-20

“Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has
made known to us.” 16And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby
lying in a manger. 17And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told
them concerning this child. 8And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them.
19But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering themin her heart. 2°And the shepherds
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told
them.




Hymn: “Angels from the Realms of Glory” #367
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1 An - gels from the realms of glo -ry, Wing your flight o’er
2 Shep -herds in the field a - bid - ing, Watch-ing o’er your

3 Sa - ges, leave your con - tem-pla-tions, Bright- er vi - sions
4 Saints be - fore the al - tar bend-ing, Watch-ing long in
A5 All cre - a - tion, join in prais-ing God the Fa - ther,
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all the earth; Ye who sang cre - a - tion’s sto - ry,
flocks by night, God with us is now re - sid - ing,
beam a - far; Seek the great De - sire of na - tions,
hope and fear, Sud - den - ly the Lord, de - scend - ing,
Spir - it, Son, Ev - er - more your voic - es rais - ing
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Now pro - claim Mes - si - ah’s birth.
Yon - der shines the In - fant Light.
Ye have seen His na - tal star.
In His tem - ple shall ap - pear.
To thee - ter - nal Three in One.
A Refrain
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Come and wor - ship, come and wor - ship;
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Wor - ship Christ, the new - born King.
Text and tune: Public domain
BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face to shine upon

and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and
give you peace
C: Amen!

(The pastor will light his candle from the Christ candle and will proceed to light
the elders’ candles. They will light the candles of the first worshiper in each pew.
The light is passed along as each person tips andunlighted candle towardthe
lighted one. Please take great care not to tip a lighted candle or in any way spill
wax, as it is very difficult to clean up. Parents are asked to share a candle with
their small children and be responsible for all of their family’s candles.)




“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” #380
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Hark! The her - ald an- gels sing, “Glo -ry to the new-born King;
Christ, by high - est heav’'n a - dored, Christ,the ev - er-last - ing Lord,
Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righ-teous-ness!

Peace on earth and mer - cy mild, God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled!”
Late in time be-hold Him come, Off - spring of a vir-gin’s womb.
Light and life to all He brings, Ris’n with heal - ing in His wings.
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Joy - ful, all ye na-tions, rise, Join the tri-umph of the skies;
Veiled in flesh the God-head see, Hail the in-car - nate De - i - ty!
Mild He lays His glo - ry by, Born that man no more may die,
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With the an-gel - ic host pro-claim, “Christ is born in Beth-le-hem!”
Pleased as Man with man to dwell, Je - sus, our Im-man-u - el
Born  to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them sec-ond birth.

A Refrain . —
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Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to  the new-born King!”

Tune and text: Public domain




“Angels We Have Heard On High” #368
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1 An - gels we have heard on high, Sweet-ly sing-ing o’er the plains,
2 Shep-herds, why this ju - bi-lee? Why your joy-ous strains pro-long?
3 Come to Beth-le - hem and see Him whose birth the an - gels sing;
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And the moun-tains in re-ply, Ech - o - ing their joy - ous strains.
What the glad-some tid - ings be Which in- spire your heav’n - ly song?
Come, a - dore on bend - ed knee Christ the Lord, the new - born King.

Refrain —
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- ri-a in ex-cel-sis De - 0.

Text and tune: Public domain




“What Child is This” #370
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1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mar - y’s lap is
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2 Why lies He in  such mean es-tate Where ox and ass are
3 So bring Him in - cense, gold, andmyrrh; Come, peas - ant, king, to
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sleep - ing? Whom an - gels greet with an - thems sweet While
feed - ing? Good Chris - tian, fear; for sin - ners here The
own Him. The King of kings sal - va - tion brings; Let
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shep - herds watch are keep - ing? This, this is
si - lent  Word is plead - ing. Nails, spear shall
lov - ing  hearts en - throne  Him. Raise, raise the
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Christ the king, Whom shep - herds guard and an - gels sing.;
pierce Him through, The Cross be borne for me, for you;
song on high, The vir - gin sings  her lul - la - by;

or

Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mar-y!

Text and tune: Public domain
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“Stille Nacht, Heilige Nacht”
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1 Stil - le  Nacht, hei - li - ge Nacht! Al - les schldft,
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ein - sam wacht Nur das trau - te, hoch-hei - li - ge Paar
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Hol - der Kna-be im Ilok-ki-gen Haar, Schlaf in himm - li-scher
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Ruh, Schlaf in himm - [li - scher Ruh.
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1Si - lent mnight ho - ly night! All is calm,
2Si - lent mnightt ho - ly night! Shep - herds quake
3Si - lent nightt ho - 1ly night! Son of God,
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all is bright Round yon vir - gin moth - er and child.
at the sight; Glo - ries stream from heav -en a - far,
love’s pure light Ra - diantbeams from Thy ho-1ly face
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Ho - ly In - fant, so ten-der and mild, Sleep in heav-en-ly
Heav’n-ly hosts sing, Al - le-1lu - ia!  Christ, the Sav-ior, is
With the dawn of re - deem - ing grace, Je - sus, Lord, at Thy
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peace, Sleep in heav - en - ly peace.
born! Christ, the Sav - ior, is born!

birth, Je - sus, Lord, at Thy birth.




Tune and text: Public domain

Please register for the upcoming Faith, Food & Fun Day online atour
website hopelutheranssc.com/3f. Even if you came last semester. This is
a new semester and need to be registered. You can also call the church
office during office hours to register. 402-494-1847

e There will also be no class on April 3, 2021. Since Easter is April 4

Office hours:
Monday-9am-1pm
Tuesday-9am-2pm
Wednesday-9am-1pm
Thursday-9am-2pm
Friday-9am-3pm

Specialthank you to:
Z:00pm
Clara Woten, Piano
11:30pm
Paige Heinemann, Piano
Pastor Paul Flo, Guitar
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