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Third Sunday in Advent 

13 December 2020 
350 Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
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P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 

we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 

punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 

to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

Service of the Word 
Kyrie LSB 152 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  
P Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our 

hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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Old Testament Reading Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11 

1The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 

 because the LORD has anointed me 

to bring good news to the poor; 

 he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 

to proclaim liberty to the captives, 

 and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 
2to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, 

 and the day of vengeance of our God; 

 to comfort all who mourn; 
3to grant to those who mourn in Zion— 

 to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, 

the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 

 the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; 

that they may be called oaks of righteousness, 

 the planting of the LORD, that he may be glorified. 
4They shall build up the ancient ruins; 

 they shall raise up the former devastations; 

they shall repair the ruined cities, 

 the devastations of many generations. . . . 

8For I the LORD love justice; 

 I hate robbery and wrong; 

I will faithfully give them their recompense, 

 and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 
9Their offspring shall be known among the nations, 

 and their descendants in the midst of the peoples; 

all who see them shall acknowledge them, 

 that they are an offspring the LORD has blessed. 
10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; 

 my soul shall exult in my God, 

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; 

 he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, 

 and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, 

 and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, 

so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 

 to sprout up before all the nations. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle 1 Thessalonians 5:16–24 
 16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the 

will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise prophecies, 
21but test everything; hold fast what is good. 22Abstain from every form of evil. 

 23Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit 

and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24He who calls 

you is faithful; he will surely do it. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel John 1:6–8, 19–28 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

 
  
 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, to bear 

witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, but came to 

bear witness about the light. . . . 

 19This is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to 

ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the 

Christ.” 21And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you 

the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give 

an answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23He said, “I am the voice 

of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah 

said.” 

 24(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25They asked him, “Then why are you 

baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26John answered them, “I 
baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not know, 27even he who comes after 

me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28These things took place in Bethany 

across the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus 

Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 

descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into 

heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will 

come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 

of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

349 Hark the Glad Sound 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Sermon                                               
               Sermon Text: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

     Sermon Theme: “A Christ Joy” 
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Prayer of the Church 
P Almighty God, we give thanks for all Your goodness and bless You for the love that 

sustains us from day to day. We praise You for the gift of Your Son, our Savior, in 

whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. We thank You for the Holy Spirit, 

the Comforter; for Your holy Church, for the means of grace, for the lives of all faithful 

and just people, and for the hope of the life to come. Help us to treasure in our hearts all 

that You have done for us, and enable us to show our thankfulness in lives that are 

wholly given to Your service. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Save and defend Your whole Church, purchased with the precious blood of Christ. 

Strengthen Your faithful people through the Word and the holy Sacraments, making 

them perfect in love and in all good works, and establishing in them the faith once 

delivered to the saints. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Preserve our nation in justice and honor that we may lead a peaceable life with integrity. 

Grant health and favor to all who bear office in our land, especially the president and 

congress of the United States, the governor and legislature of this state, and to all those 

who make, administer, and judge our laws. Help them to serve this people according to 

Your holy will. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Take from us all hatred and prejudice, give us the spirit of love, and order our days in 

Your peace. Prosper the labor of those who work to bring peace and justice to the 

nations of the world that mutual understanding and common endeavor may be increased 

among all peoples. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P By Your Word and Holy Spirit comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or 

adversity (especially Shelli Tuttle, Sharon Hartnett, Lyle Todd, Kim Daum, Kim 

Fales, Joanne Walsh, Justin Miller, Phyllis Todd, Susan Utech, Sarah Hansen, 

Beth, Ken Todd, Bob Dormire, Kimberly Christiansen, Don Mallette, Pastor Jeff 

Walsh, Howie Holdenried, Mary Bose, Joan Bruhn, Clarrene Leffler, Diane Barge, 

Roxanne Daum, Karen Nissen, Doug Mallette, Pastor Henry Witte, Diane Nelsen, 

Matt LeGrande, Josh LeGrande, Bonnie Schnieder, Katrina Peabody, Pastor Jerry 

Bruhn, Steve Dolezal, Deanna Dolezal, Gary Bach, Sandy Mallette, Ann Peterson, 

Lori Langenberg, Bob Gruber, Will Wittenborg, Carmen Ortega, Steve Petersen, 

Randy Barnes, Corby Barnes, Butch Putzier, Joel Brandon, Norman LeGrande 

John Murry, Troy Crouch, Titus Diediker, Herb Bathke, Dr. Billiar, Shirley 

Billiar, Robert Walsh, Jennifer Veen and for our shut-ins Shirley Patrick, James & 

Tereasa Santee, Bob Jager, Jane Winter, Lois Wendt, Florence Knoop, Doris 

Beckman, Dave Hauf, Don Larson, Glenda Beck, Shirley Book, Rose Johnson, Lois 

Lackore.. Be with those who suffer persecution for the faith. Have mercy on those to 

whom death draws near. Bring consolation to those in sorrow, and grant to all a measure 

of Your love, taking them into Your tender care. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Gracious Lord defend your church especially St. Paul Lutheran, Concord, NE; Trinity 

Lutheran, Davenport, IA; Trinity Lutheran, Dayton, IA; Grace Lutheran, Dewitt, 

IA; LCMS District-South Dakota; Concordia University Chicago, IL; Concordia, 

Lutheran, Sioux City, IA; Cornerstone Baptist Church, Orange City, IA; St. Paul 

United Methodist Church, South Sioux City, NE;  Lord in Your Mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

P All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for the sake 

of Him who died and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God forever. 

C Amen. 

 
Stand 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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352 Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord 

 

 

 
 

5 Bruise for me the serpent’s head 

That, set free from doubt and dread, 

I may cling to You in faith, 

Safely kept through life and death. 

 

6 Then when You will come again 

As the glorious king to reign, 

I with joy will see Your face, 

Freely ransomed by Your grace. 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



11 

 

 

Announcements 

Looking for volunteers for the next session of Faith Food & Fun Day starts up on 
Jan 23-Apr 24. It will only take up an hour of your time. Please contact Pastor 
Awe-531-218-5793  

Haven House has reached out and asked if we could sponsor a family for 
Christmas.  Ladies Aid has taken this on and if anyone would like to give a 
monetary donation to help, you can drop your donations in the box by the 
cards.  Please fill out an envelope.  Thank you for all your help...Checks can be 
made out to Haven House. 

COVID-19 restrictions and phases are now on a color-coded chart. Dakota county 
is currently Orange. 

BUDGETS NEED TO BE IN! PLEASE EMAIL ANGIE OR BRING IT INTO THE 
OFFICE.  

The Mission Board is now graciously accepting items for the Advent Silent 
Auction.  We will accept bids on items beginning Sunday, November, 29 after 
Worship and will close bidding on Sunday December 20 at Noon. Please bring 
items to the Church office to be bid upon. If you have any questions or concerns 
Please contact a member of your Mission Board.  
Thank you, Suzy, Jeannie, Carl, Annette,  and Pastor Witte 

 

December is a month of giving.  Your estate plan is a way for you to plan gifts, 

too.  Planning those estate gifts can provide opportunity to give the gift of peace, 

reconciling with family or friends with whom you have become estranged. 

Planning a gift for them can point to the greatest gift, the gift of God’s Son, Jesus 

Christ.  Get started on your “peace gifting” today.  Your LCMS Gift Planning 

Counselor can help.  Contact Craig Stirtz at 402-616-0312 or 

craig.stirtz@lfnd.org 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

THIS WEEK’S STATISTICS 

• Sunday Worship Attendance—61 

• Total Offerings Received— $2,703.00 

• Sunday School —  

• Sunday School Attendance —  

mailto:craig.stirtz@lfnd.org


12 

 

• Budget needed per week--$3,787.90 

SERVING THE LORD: 

OFFICIATING:     ALTAR FLOWERS: 
 Rev. Paul Flo                                     Deb Kochevar 
SUNDAY ORGANIST:     WEDNESDAY ORGANIST: 
 Clara Woten       Clara Woten                                                        
ALTAR CARE: 
 Kim & Kathy Mast, Karen Bathke  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Acknowledgments 

Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book 

THIS WEEK TIME EVENT 

TODAY 9:30AM Worship Service  

 10:30AM Bible Study/ Sunday School 

 5:00PM Hispanic Service: Study 

MONDAY 10:30AM Bible Study 

 6:00PM ESL Classes 

TUESDAY 6:00PM Mission Board Meeting 

 7:00PM  Voter’s Meeting 

WEDNESDAY 9:30AM Staff Devotions 

 7:00PM Worship Service  

SATURDAY 9:00-12:00 Faith, Food & Fun Day 

NEXT SUNDAY 9:30AM  Worship Service w/ communion 

 10:30AM Bible Study/ Sunday School 

 5:00PM Hispanic Service: Study 

THERE ARE NOW 2 SERVICES FOR CHRISTMAS EVE! 
 

• 7:00PM Service-Required to wear masks. Social 

Distancing is not required. 
 

• 11:30PM Service-Social distancing is required by family 

unit. Masks are recommended 
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