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The Lord’s Supper 

Christ Jesus intends to strengthen and improve our fellowship with Him and one another 

through the proper practice of Holy Communion. We must examine ourselves as to whether we 

truly repent of our sins and believe in the Real Presence of Christ’s body and blood under the bread 

and wine. Also, any refusal to forgive and love our neighbor must be disowned, for in the Sacrament 

we are most fully at one with Christ and one another, and so we may bring no contradiction of this 

with us to the Sacrament. There are helpful questions and answers to assist in preparing for 

the Sacrament, in the hymnal on pages 329-330. *There are also helpful prayers in the hymnal 

on page 308. 

If you are a guest from a sister Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod congregation, we invite 

you to commune with us. Please speak with the pastor or an elder so we may notify your church 

that you celebrated the Sacrament with us. 

 

Ash Wednesday Thoughts 

Out of respect for those around you, please remain quiet. Use this time for silent contemplation 

and meditation. 

Remember, my friends, that we are dust and to dust we will return (Genesis 3:19). 

Ashes have always reminded God’s people that they will not live forever. God offers us His 

promise in the cross of Jesus Christ. Let’s let go of the “things” of this life for the sake of 

God’s promises. 

Participating in the custom of receiving the sign of the cross with ashes on your forehead 

witnesses to the world what you believe about your death and resurrection in Jesus 

Christ. These ashes come from the palms of last Palm Sunday. This is symbolic of what 

Jesus processed into Jerusalem to do for you – namely take all of your sins upon Himself 

on the cross. As you rejoiced last Palm Sunday with His coming to you to save you, you 

now wear that mark of your salvation upon your forehead. 

 During Lent, keep talking to God, asking Him to accomplish in you the work of His salvation so 

that you may show forth God’s glory in the world and experience always the joy of 

Christ’s resurrection.  Pastor Awe. 
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OPENING HYMN:  “Jesus, I Will Ponder Now”   #440 

 

 

 

 
5 If my sins give me alarm   6    Graciously my faith renew; 

    And my conscience grieve me,             Help me bear my crosses, 

Let Your cross my fear disarm;        Learning humbleness from You, 

    Peace of conscience give me.             Peace mid pain and losses. 

Help me see forgiveness won        May I give You love for love! 

    By Your holy passion.              Hear me, O my Savior, 

If for me He slays His Son,        That I may in heav’n above   

    God must have compassion!             Sing Your praise forever. 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, on this day the Church deigns a holy 

season of prayerful and penitential reflection. Our attention is especially directed to the 

holy sufferings and death of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
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 From ancient times the season of Lent has been kept as a time of special devotion, 

 self-denial, and humble repentance born of a faithful heart that dwells confidently on         

 His Word and draws from it life and hope. 

 We pray that our dear Father in heaven, for the sake of His beloved Son and in the 

 power of His Holy Spirit, might richly bless this Lententide for us so that we may 

 come to Easter with glad hearts and keep the feast in sincerity and truth. 
 

P: O Lord, 

C: have mercy. 

P: O Christ, 

C: have mercy. 

P: O Lord 

C: have mercy. 

P: O Christ, 

C: hear us. 

P: God the Father in heaven, 

C: have mercy. 

P: God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 

C: have mercy. 

P: God the Holy Spirit, 

C: have mercy. 

P: Be gracious to us. 

C: Spare us, good Lord. 

P: Be gracious to us. 

C: Help us, good Lord. 

P: By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; 

 by Your holy nativity; 

 by Your baptism, fasting, and temptation; 

 by Your agony and bloody sweat; 

 by Your cross and passion; 

 by Your precious death and burial; 

 by Your glorious resurrection and ascension; 

 and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter: 

C: Help us, good Lord. 

P: In all time of our tribulation; 
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 in all time of our prosperity; 

 in the hour of death; 

 and in the day of judgment: 

C: Help us, good Lord. 
 

P: We poor sinners implore You 

C: to hear us, O Lord. 

P: To prosper the preaching of Your Word; 

 to bless our prayer and meditation;  

 to strengthen and preserve us in the true faith; 

 and to give heart to our sorrow and strength to our repentance: 

C: We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

P: To draw all to Yourself; 

 to bless those who are instructed in the faith; 

 to watch over and console the poor, the sick, the distressed, the lonely, the   

 forsaken, the abandoned, and all who stand in need of our prayers; 

 to give abundant blessing to all works of mercy, and to have mercy on us all: 

C: We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

P: To turn our hearts to You; to turn the hearts of our enemies, persecutors, and          

 slanderers and graciously to hear our prayers: 

C: We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

P: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 

C: we implore You to hear us. 

P: Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C: have mercy. 

P: Christ the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C: have mercy. 

P: Christ the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C: grant us Your peace. 

P: O Christ, 

C: hear us. 

P: O Lord, 

C: have mercy. 
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P: O Christ, 

C: have mercy. 

P: O Lord, 

C: have mercy. Amen. 

P: O God, You desire not the death of sinners, but rather that they turn from their 

 wickedness and live. We implore You to have compassion on the frailty of our 

 mortal  nature, for we acknowledge that we are dust and to dust we shall return. 

 Mercifully pardon our sins that we may obtain the promises You have laid up for 

 those who are repentant; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

 reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

BLESSING AND RECEIVING OF ASHES 

P: The ashes in this bowl are from last year’s palms from Palm Sunday. If it is your 

desire, we invite you to participate in the custom of receiving the sign of the cross 

with ashes on your forehead. 

 (At this time, congregation approaches the altar. As the ashes are applied, Pastor says:) 

P: Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 

P: We pray: 

 Lord, let these ashes be a reminder to us that we are dust. May this be a mark of 

our repentance. Bless all those who receive these ashes this day. May they keep 

this Lenten season in preparation for the joy of Easter. We ask this through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
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HYMN “Savior, When in Dust to Thee”   #419 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

P: We pray:  Almighty and ever-living God, You hate nothing You have made and 

You forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and honest hearts, 

so that, truly repenting of our sins, we may obtain from You, the God of all 

mercy, full pardon and forgiveness; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

(Silence for Reflection) 
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P: Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your loving-kindness; 

C: in Your great compassion, blot out all my offenses. 

P: Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

C: And renew a right spirit within me. 

(Silence for Reflection) 

P: Most holy and merciful Father: 

C: We confess to You and to one another and to the whole communion of saints 

in heaven and on earth, that we have sinned by our own fault in thought, 

word, and deed; by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 

(Silence for Reflection) 

P: As a called and ordained servant of the Word, I forgive you all of your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen! 
 

PASSION NARRATIVE Part 1 
 

SERMON HYMN  “Jesus, Refuge of the Weary”   #423 

 

  

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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SERMON TEXT:   Luke 2:18-19, 47-51   
18And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured 

up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 

 47And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 
48And when his parents saw him, they were astonished. And his mother said to him, 

“Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been searching for 

you in great distress.” 49And he said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you 

not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” 50And they did not understand the 

saying that he spoke to them. 51And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and 

was submissive to them. And his mother treasured up all these things in her heart. 

 
 

. . . HOLY NIGHT 
 
 

SERMON THEME:  “. . .Round Yon Virgin Mother and child” 

 
 

HYMN “Silent Night, Holy Night”   #363 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P:         O Lord our God, the Father of mercies, You have no pleasure in the death of the 

wicked, but desire that the wicked turn from their way and live. Out of Your 

infinite goodness, You have delivered up Your only-begotten Son to death on the 

cross as a sacrifice for our sins. For His sake, remember not our ingratitude and 

indifference, but have mercy upon us and forgive us all our sins. “As Your dear 

Son was wounded for our transgressions and by His stripes we are healed,” let us 

daily meditate upon His Passion with true repentance and sincere faith, that His 

death may be our life, His righteousness our salvation, His conflict our victory 

and everlasting peace. Replenish us with Your Holy Spirit that, loving You with 

our whole hearts, we may walk by faith according to Your Word, blameless in 

Your sight. Teach us to love one another, to bear one another’s burdens, and so to 

fulfill the Law of Christ, who came not to be served but to serve and who gave 

His life as a ransom for many. Help us likewise to love our enemies and from our 

hearts to forgive everyone who trespasses against us. Let us follow the example of 

our Savior in patiently enduring the trials and afflictions of this present world, 

that, having suffered with Him, we may also be glorified with Him. For His sake 

hear all who cry to You in sorrow and distress, and deliver them according to their 

need and Your abundant mercy. Bestow Your blessing upon the ministry of 

reconciliation. May the preaching of the cross become a message of peace and the 

very power of Your Gospel unto the ends of the earth, that all the nations may be 

delivered from the darkness of their sins and glorify Your gracious name with all 

Your saints in light. Grant courage and strength to the ministers of Your Word to 

preach Christ and Him crucified, both in season and out of season, calling sinners 

to repentance and believers to rejoice in Your salvation. May the death of Your 

Son be our comfort in our last hour, and let us depart in peace to rise with Him to 

life everlasting; for He lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 
C:        Amen. 
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SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
Stand 

LORD’S PRAYER 

P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven; 

             give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses  

  as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

 temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom  

 and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 

do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

PAX DOMINI 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 
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AGNUS DEI                                                                                                

 

 

 

 
Sit 

DISTRIBUTION 
(The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then 

distribute them to those who come to receive, saying:) 

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your 

sins. 

Amen. 

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness 

of your sins. 

Amen. 
 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN   “Not All the Blood of Beasts”   #431 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN    “My Song is Love Unknown” #430 

 

 

 

 
 

5 They rise and needs will have    6    In life no house, no home 

    My dear Lord made away;   My Lord on earth might have; 

A murderer they save,            In death no friendly tomb 

    The Prince of Life they slay.  But what a stranger gave. 

Yet cheerful He              What may I say? 

    To suff’ring goes     Heav’n was His home 

    That He His foes     But mine the tomb 

From thence might free.           Wherein He lay. 
 

        7 Here might I stay and sing, 

    No story so divine! 

Never was love, dear King, 

    Never was grief like Thine. 

This is my friend, 

    In whose sweet praise 

    I all my days 

Could gladly spend! 
Tune: © John Ireland Trust. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003857 
Text: Public domain  
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(In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:) 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body 

and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT    
A: Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
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through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 
BENEDICAMUS  

A: Let us bless the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

BENEDICTION  

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

     
CLOSING HYMN “On My Heart Imprint Your Image”     #422 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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